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Growing Futures Together

As we reflect on the 2025-2026 program year, we celebrate a year 
defined by growth, resilience, and meaningful impact. Our theme, 
“Growing Futures Together,” captures the heart of our mission and 
the collective efforts of the youth, families, community partners, staff, 
volunteers, and supporters who make our work possible.

Throughout the year, we expanded opportunities for learning, 
personal development, and community connection. Youth in our 
programs gained valuable skills, built confidence, and discovered new 
pathways toward success. Families found resources, encouragement, 
and a network of support that helped them navigate challenges and 
celebrate milestones. Across the community, partnerships 
strengthened our ability to respond to emerging needs and create 
opportunities that foster long-term growth and well-being.

Our accomplishments are measured not only by the number of 
individuals served but also the lives transformed and the connections 
built. We witnessed young people achieving academic and personal
milestones, families building stronger foundations for stability, and 
community members coming together to support one another. These 
successes reflect the power of collaboration and the belief that every 
person deserves the opportunity to thrive.

The theme, “Growing Futures Together” is evident in every program 
we offer and every relationship we cultivate. Growth happens when 
communities invest in their youth and families, and futures are 
strengthened when people have access to the support, resources, 
and opportunities they need to succeed.

As we look ahead, we remain committed to empowering youth, 
strengthening families, and fostering a vibrant community where 
everyone can flourish. Thank you for being an essential part of 
this journey and for helping us grow futures together.
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Founders, Dr. A Ronald Hudson, Dr. William “Bill” Nigh, and 
Dan K. Richardson, set out to increase the graduation rate of 

African-Americans students in Indian River County by providing 
educational programs and a safe space for youth. Together, they created 

the Gifford Youth Achievement Center, under the leadership of the 
Progressive Civic League of Gifford, FL.

What began as a community center with two full-time staff has 
transformed into a bustling 38,000 square foot campus, complete with 

classrooms, two computer labs, outdoor patio, and full-size gymnasium.

Founded in 1998



Mission
With God’s guidance, the 
Gifford Youth Achievement Center
provides educational, cultural, and 
social opportunities that enhance 
the lives of the youth and families 
we serve.

Vision
Where lives are changed 
and goals are attained.

Values
Hope, Respect, Perseverance, Inclusivity, 
Hard Work, and Collaboration.
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The Gifford Youth Achievement Center gratefully acknowledges the generosity of those 
who lift our mission and empower our students to soar to new heights. The following 
individuals, businesses, foundations, and community organizations generously 
supported GYAC between January 1, 2025, and December 31, 2025. Through their inspiring 
gifts, the youth we serve were able to rise, explore new possibilities, and reach greater 
heights throughout the year.

In compiling these listings, every effort was taken to ensure accuracy.  We apologize for 
any errors or omissions.  If your name is listed incorrectly, please contact Peggy Gibbs at 
(772) 794-1005 ext. 241 so that your record may be corrected.

Visionaries - ($100,000.00+)
Mr. Laird C. Cleaver
Estate of Marie Geissler
John’s Island Foundation
Estate of Ruth P Moore
Anonymous Donors (1)

Investors - ($50,000.00+)
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Conaty
The J.M. Hopwood Charitable Trust
Mrs. Joan W. Rhame
and 1 Anonymous Donor

Champions - ($25,000.00+)
Bernard A. Egan Foundation
Elizabeth D. Black Fund of the  

Community Foundation for     
Southeast Michigan

Grand Harbor Community Outreach 
Program, Inc.

Indian River County Board of County 
Commissioners

John’s Island Community Service 
League

Macauley and Helen Dow Whiting 
Foundation

Anonymous Donors (1)
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Ambassadors - ($10,000.00+)
Ms. Andrea Barkett
The Blair Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy G. Brier
Sheila and Francois Brutsch
Mr. and Mrs. J. Christopher Clifford
Susan and Robert Cotter
The Curley Foundation
Olivia and Fredy Delacruz
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Higgs
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Holmes
Susan and Carter W. Hopkins
Indian River Community Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Kemmerer
Mr. and Mrs. John Klein
Mr. Paul R. Knapp
Mr. and Mrs. John A. O’Steen
Jake Owen Foundation
Quail Valley Charities, Inc
Mrs. Trudie Rainone
Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. Rickard
Mr. Donald B. Riefler
Mrs. Clarence B. Rogers, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph K. Rolf
Ms. Elizabeth L. Ross
Smith Family Foundation
Bruce and Sue Stone
United Way of Indian River County

Advocates - ($5,000.00+)
Mr. and Mrs. Graeme Bell
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Blackburn, II
Linda and Samuel Block
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Burgoon
Ms. Sara K. Carter and                    

Mr. David Howard
Mr. Philip Coviello
Mr. and Mrs. James Daly
Faithful Followers
Mr. and Mrs. George Fetterolf
The Frazier Foundation
The Glavin Family
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gonye
Ann G. Hamner
Ms. Joan Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund B.                

Higginbotham
Susan Hunter and Douglas Watson
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Ingram
Joseph J. Joyce
Mrs. Eleanor H. Klebonis
Mr. Arthur Kontos and                    

Ms. Jill Kerwick
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Koppel
Louis L. Lawson
Ms. Mary T. Lewisy
Drs. Rosalind and David MacLean
Mr. and Mrs. Alan J. Maguire
Norris Family Fund
Northern Trust Bank
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Pearson
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Piacquad
Mr. Michael J. Pierce
The Prentice Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Eric B. Propper
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Prothro



Advocates (continued)
Mr. and Mrs. Randall D. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Rohrbach
Ms. Carol Samuels and                  

Ms. Norene Pease
Shoes From Susan Charitable Fund 

at The Community Foundation   
Martin - St. Lucie

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas M. Sweeny
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Tattersall
Mr. H. James Toffey
Vero Beach Country Club
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey B. Wampler
George E. Warren LLC
Ms. Robin Williams
Joan N. Woodhouse

Sustainers - ($1,000.00+)
Mr. and Mrs. Scott E. Alexander
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Arnold
Mrs. Lucia Bailey
Dr. Juanita Baker
Carole and Paul Bakule
Ms. Ellen L. Bale
Mr. and Mrs. Robert I. Bandrimer
David and Tina Banta
Pam and Brian Barefoot
Mrs. Christopher T. Barrow
Ms. Betty A. Barton
Mr. Guy L. Bassini
Mrs. John C. Beck
Mrs. Paul A. Becker
Mr. and Mrs. J. Scott Beckwith, IV
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Benedict
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Bergeman
Angela and Stan Boling
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Bradley
Ms. Linda Brewer
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Britt, Sr.
Mrs. Peter R. Carney
Mr. and Mrs. Dominick Ciampa
Mrs. Robert A. Cline
Mr. Richard Cobb
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Cobb
Mr. and Mrs. John Conefry
Ms. Dorothy Connolly
Dick and Ann Marie Connolly
Mr. Carl L. Darrisaw
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Davis
Dean, Mead, Minton & Moore
Mr. and Mrs. James Deasy
Mrs. Alfred C. DeCrane, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Dodds



Sustainers (continued)
Mr. and Mrs. Rene J. Donars
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E.    

Drury, Jr.
EDB Architects &             

Associates
Exchange Club Of         

Vero Beach
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J.      

Feeley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Todd W.     

Fennell
Mr. and Mrs. H. James  

Field, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Frick
Garden Club Of                

Indian River County -     
Jasmine Circle

Mr. and Mrs. David W. 
Giesen

Mrs. Cletus O. Gilson
Tim and Judy Gow
Carol A. Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard F. 

Grall, Jr.
Mrs. Mary P. Graves
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. 

Greene
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. 

Haase
Mrs. Max Habernickel, III
Mr. and Mrs. Pat Hackett
Kendra and Roger Haines
John and Kathryn Hamill
Mr. and Mrs. David C.      

Hankle
Mr. and Mrs. R. Bruce Hiland
The Hill Group
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F.     

Hoben
Mr. and Mrs. Edward How
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F.     

Huber
A. Ronald and Jackye   

Hudson

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy A.  
Hultquist

Mr. and Mrs. Dale F. Jacobs
Tommye and Rody      

Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Waldo C.M. 

Johnston, Jr.
Priscilla and Bob Joy
Henry K. Justi
The Kahle Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John D.    

Karcher
Ms. Karen L. Katen and    

Mr. Robert E. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P.      

Kelly, II
Judy and Gordon Kemp
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce W.      

Keough
Mr. Herbert J. Kett
Clare L. Kremer
Mr. and Mrs. John T. La Duc
Ms. Cynthia Armour 

Landreeth
Mr. and Mrs. William W. 

Lane
Ms. Martha G. Lemasters
Susan E. Lloyd
Estate of Gwenda Lee Loy
Ms. Carol Ludwig and       

Mr. Warren Obluck
Mrs. Gaye Ludwig
Ms. Kathleen Lundquist
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Luther
Mrs. Gerard T. Lynch
Mr. John T. Magnier
John and Skye Maher
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Marchese
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick     

Marino
Ms. Caroline S. Markfield
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis S. Marlo
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin R. 

Massey

Masteller & Moler, Inc.
Masteller, Moler & Taylor, 

Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas       

McGrath
Sandy and Mike McManus
Ms. S. Brooke Megrue
Suzy and John Mellott
Mrs. Richard Milsten
Dr. and Mrs. Paul V. Minotty
Mr. and Mrs. Guy K.       

Mitchell, Jr.
Lorna and Ray Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. David W.     

Morgan
Mount Zion AME Church
Nuttall Howes & Associates, 

CPA’s
Mr. and Mrs. Bob          

Oberrender
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin J. 

O’Mara, IV
Mr. and Mrs. R. Scott       

Pastrick
Andy and Britt-Marie Paul
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. 

Paulsen
Mr. and Mrs. A. Bryant 

Jenks, Jr.
† T. René Perez
Mr. Mark Pettinga
Mr. and Mrs. George W.   

Phillips
Mr.and Mrs. J Peter Pierce
Ann and Tom Piper
Mr. and Mrs. Donald C. 

Proctor, Sr.
Pusher Intakes, Inc.
Marsha Reardon
Douglas Reid and Julie 

Johnson
Jack and Barbara Reis
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. 

Rhoads
Ms. Barbara B. Richey
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Sustainers (continued)
Mrs. Mary C. Rinehart
Gerri and Bob Ripp
Robert F. and Eleonora McCabe Fund
Roberts Family Foundation
Ms. Diane L. Rohman
Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Roney
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Rose
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Ross
Mrs. Ann Johnston Rush
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Curt Schade
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Scheuer
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Schiraldi
Marta and Bob Schneider
Sea Oaks Property Owners Association
Melinda Serafin
The Shade Shop
Laura and Bill Shucart
John and Kathleen Simpson
Ms. Geri Skirkanich
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Smith, Jr.
Mr. Herbert Smith
Mr. and Mrs. J. Dale Sorensen

Mr. Julius J. Sparacino
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Sproule
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Stachnik
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Staley
Mrs. Henry G. Stifel
Ms. Tricia Stone
John and Dora Sullivan
Ms. Susan Sumner
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Taylor
Kate and Randy Thornton
Mrs. Joseph Turley
Vero Innovations Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Watkins
Jack and Mary Weisbaum
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Welsh
Mrs. Carolyn F. Wilhoit
Womens Club of Vero Beach, Inc.
† Constance C. and B. Robert Wood
Amy Woodhouse and Tobey Scott
Hope Woodhouse and Richard Canty
Mr. and Mrs. Allen W. Zern
Andrea and Frank Ziegler
Anonymous Donors (1)
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Supporters - ($500.00+)
Mr. and Mrs. James R.     

Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Allen
Mr. Brad Allinson
Mr. and Mrs. George P.     

Allman
Lois W. Appleby
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Baine
Barker Air Conditioning 

and Heating
Bruce and Polly Behrens
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A.     

Bialosky
Dr. and Mrs. Robert R.     

Bisset
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Bolinger
Colleen Bonner
Mr. Martin J. Brophy
Julie and Peter Burchfield
Ms. Susan I. Caito
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C.    

Cargo
John and Tracy Carroll
Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Colton
Community Church of Vero 

Beach
George Cooke
Mr. James M. Cotter
Dale Sorensen Real Estate 

Inc.
Sherry Ann and Edward 

Dayton
Ms. Roberta J. Delisle
Dr. and Mrs. Fred O. Dorey
Ms. Cynthia Ekren
Mr. Jeffrey E. Fabick
Mrs. Joseph J. Fahey
Mrs. Martha Fite
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Forst
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent E.   

Gallagher
Margaret Anne Gibbs
Mr. and Mrs. Walter P.    

Glazer

Mr. Alan S. Goldie
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M.  

Golding
Mrs. Joyce E. Gorman
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Groves
Indrani Gunda Sandun   

Gunawardana
Pat Hamlin
Ms. Carla K. Harned
Jan and Mike Harrell
Mr. and Mrs. Steven M.   

Hassur
Mr. and Mrs. John Heanue
Mr. and Mrs. Brian          

Herschkowitz
Mr. Joseph Hoyt
Mrs. Morgan V. Hunter
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B.   

Hutton, Jr.
Ms. Alexis Idlette Wilson
Ms. Linda N. Jones
Tim and Meg Joyce
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kelley
Ms. Frances Kirkpatrick
Mrs. and Mrs. Robert J.  

Kjellman
Mr. and Mrs. John Kozak
Mr. Philip Lambert
Chiqui Guiribitey and 

James Langone
Mrs. Alberta LaReno
Deborah Leeming
Stephanie Lemke
Mr. and Mrs. Michael O. 

Lockwood
Jay and Calesti Lundy
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas   

Mackie
Dr. and Mrs. Hugh K.        

McCrystal
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W.   

McGovern
Ms. Margaret A. McGown 

and Mr. Mark C. Zeek
Mrs. Mary B. McKinney
J. McLaughlin

Mr. George H. McLaughlin
Mrs. Edward B. McLaughlin
The McLean Family     

Charitable Fund
Ruthie and Alan McNally
Ms. Francine Miller
Julie and Ken Mindt
Mrs. Robert Moritz
Mr. and Mrs. James C.    

Morphy
Mr. Bert N. Nelson and     

Ms. Randi C. Rodriguez
Mrs. Reginald B. Newman, II
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Olson
Lynn and Stan Orczyk
Mr. and Mrs. P. Allen Osteen
Deborah H. Peniston
Mr. Charles H. Reynolds, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Riefler
Mr. Gavin Ruotolo
Ms. Kathleen M. Ruppert
Mr. Norris C. Rushing
Mr. Ryan C. Scarpa
Susan and Harry Schmitke
Dr. Michaela G. Scott
Mrs. Suzanne Scully
Ruth and James Small
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Storch
Mr. and Mrs. William C.   

Stutt
Mr. and Mrs. Asheton C.   

Toland
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A.  

Waldron
Mr. Philip R. Weiler
Ms. Susan P. Weissman
† Kenneth L. Wessel
Julie Whitney
Rich and Margaret        

Whittaker
Ms. Susan N. Wilson
Archie S. Wingfield Jr.  

Charitable Trust
Ms. Stefania Wright-Osment
Mr. Karl L. Zimmermann 

and Ms. Marcia Littlejohn
Anonymous Donors (2)



Friends - (Under $500)
Edward J. Abare, III PLLC
Ms. Tiffany Abraham
Dr. John and Pamela   

Aceevedo
Mrs. Mildred Allen
The Ames Family - Doug, 

Cindy, Phil & Pam
Ms. Sally Smith Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. James F.   

Armstrong
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ashdown
Mrs. Shirley Atkins
Ms. Marilyn Atkinson
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth  

Backmon
Lee and Stevi Baggett
Mr. and Mrs. Elliot A. Baines
Ms. Helen Ball
Banack Family Limited 

Partnership
Ms. Mary Barnes
Mr. Andrew Barr
Ms. Kerry A. Bartlett
Beachland Elementary
Mr. and Mrs. Michael     

Bickford
Ms. Carol Bieber
Mr. Christopher Bille
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bird
† Richard T. Blake
Mr. William L. Blake
Mr. and Mrs. Verne Blodgett
Chandana & Shanti        

Bopitiya
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Bowers
Mrs. Frederick W. Bowers
Ms. Helen Boyle
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. 

Brackett
Mrs. Galen Brewster
Mr. and Mrs. Roberts W. 

Brokaw, III
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond C. 

Brophy
Mrs. Jennette B. Buckner

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph L. 
Burke

Mr. Edwin L. Burnett
Richard and Kate Burns
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. 

Canning
Ms. Linda Capen
Ms. Carol Capozza
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J.  

Cassidy
Mrs. Michael E. Catanzaro
Dr. and Mrs. John Ceplenski
Ms. Alana Chakrabarti
Ms. Susan Chenault and  

Mr. Frederick Hahn, III
Mr. and Mrs. William J. 

Christie
Citrus Elementary School
† Mrs. Charles Claghorn
Mr. and Mrs. Joe W. Clark
Clerk of Circuit Court & 

Comptroller
Ms. Margaret E. Coe
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. 

Coley
Nancy Collins
Ms. Adrienne S. Conley
Mr. Peter S. Conley and   

Ms. Martha B. Downes
Mrs. John A. Cooper
Mr. David Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Peter C.      

Coxhead
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. 

Croyle
Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. 

Cruice
Mr. Nando R. Cuccurese
Anne M. Curti
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Cutler
Rick and Julianne Daniels
Danville Regional         

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jerrold Day
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond A. 

Della Porta, II

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Dermody
Ms. Angela Diaz
Dodgertown Elementary 

School
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel G. 

Downey, Jr.
Ms. Rebecca Ducker
Ms. Joan Dwyer
Mr. and Mrs. John W.       

Edwards
Mrs. Martin J. Egan
Mr. Stan Eggers
Ms. Barklie Eliot
Ms. Linda L. Emery
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Enns
Lynn and Steve Erie
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Evans
Ms. Joan  Fay
Fellsmere Elementary 

School
Mrs. Darrell Fennell
Foxy Ladies of Heron Cay
Mrs. Christine Franke
Mr. and Mrs. John Franke
Mr. and Mrs. William Friesell
Ms. Leslie Frigon
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore R. 

Frith
Mary Fry
Dr. Paul Fuller
Mr. Frederick Gaertner
Mr. Reynold Gervasio
Mr. and Mrs. E. Martin     

Gibson
Gifford Cemetery Club    

Association
Gifford Middle School
Mr. and Mrs. John Gijanto
Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey      

Gipson
Mr. Alfred F. Glatz
Glendale Elementary 

School
Mr. and Mrs. George Glenn
Ms. Karen Goldberg
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Mr. David A. Goracy
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew D.  

Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin R.   

Hackett
Ms. Doris V. Hall
Ms. Elizabeth W. Hallinan
Mr. and Mrs. George 

Hamner
Mr. Thomas Hardy
Ms. Jamwanti Harinandan
Mrs. Delores L. Hayes
Ms. Cynthia Hazlewood
Pat and Dick Heffern
Mrs. Robert Heidell
Mrs. Warren M. Heim
Ken and Ginger Heller
Ms. Kathryn S. Heuzey
Mrs. Joseph C. Higgins
The Tuny Hill Family
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy D. 

Hoffman
Mr. and Mrs. Craig           

Hollenback
Mr. and Mrs. James K.     

Holman
Ms. Sandra Holmes
† Elizabeth R. and Walter V. 

Holt
Mr. and Mrs. William Holt
Mr. Elwood Holzworth
Ms. Juanita Hooks
Mrs. Georgia Hope
Ms. Fannie Howard
Mr. William N. Hudson, Jr. 

and Ms. Frances L. Miley
Mrs. Elizabeth Huebner
Ms. Brianne Hutchinson
Bernice and † Joe N.  

Idlette, Jr.
Mr. Joe N. Idlette, III
Indian River Academy
Indian River County School 

Board
Dr. and Mrs. Leander R. 

Jennings

Ms. Elaine Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Tait Johnson
Ms. Carol Johnston
Ms. Ann Jones
Elder Charlie Jones
Dr. Peter Joyce
Carol and Paul Kanarek
Mr. and Mrs. Paul            

Karrlsson-Willis
Mrs. Fred Kasten
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Keithahn
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E.    

Kelley
Mrs. John D. Kelley
Ms. Madeline C. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kelly
Ms. Sobia Khawaja
Mrs. Maureen A. Labadie
Clinton and Shelley Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Larsen
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E.      

Leary, Sr.
Ms. Julie L. Lewis
Liberty Magnet Elementary 

School
Ms. Jesse Lipson
Carol and Wayne         

Lockwood
Mr. and Mrs. James R.   

Maggiacomo
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mannino
Kathleen Martin
Mr. Ignacio J. Martinez
Ms. Nancy M. May
Mrs. Linda McBride
Mr. and Mrs. Gary McCabe
Mr. and Mrs. James R.     

McCall
Mr. and Mrs. H. Timothy   

McCann
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick V. 

McCarthy
Ms. Nancy E. McCrea
Mr. and Mrs. Baron McElroy
Mr. and Mrs. John S.        

McGregory

Mr. and Mrs. Robert G.     
McGroaty

Dr. and Mrs. Sylvester   
McIntosh

Drs. Christina and Brian 
Jacobs-McMahon

Ms. Katherine McPherson
Ms. Mary McReynolds
Mrs. Creighton McShane
Melaleuca
Karen K. Meyer
Ms. Dianne R. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Miller
Ms. Elisa  Mills
Mr. Russell Minton
Sally and Jim Mitchell
Mr. Dillan Mohottige
Ms. Noelle Montgomery
Laura Lee and Tad       

Montross
Mr. and Mrs. John E.   

Moore, III
Mrs. James H. Moore
John Moran and Jeanne 

Fore-Moran
Charlie and Sue Moritz
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce G.     

Morrison
Mr. Brandon Munson
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Murdock
Ms. Donna Muth
Dan and Eloise Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Nelson
Pat Nick
Mr. and Mrs. James M. 

Noonan
Ms. Carolyn Butler Norton 

and Mr. Alan J. Singer
Novak, Barhorst &           

Pacheco Accountants &           
Consultants

Ms. Barbara L. O’Brophy
Mr. Raymond J. Oglethorpe
Mrs. Baerbel O’Haire
Osceola Magnet School
Ostrom Group Benefits, 

LLC
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Friends (continued)
Ms. Mary Park
Pastor’s Association of     

Indian River County
Mr. and Mrs. John Pearse
Pelican Island Elementary 

School
Ms. Jacqueline Penny
Ms. Elena Perez
Mrs. Robert S. Perrott, Jr.
Ms. Angelia Perry
Mr. Richard L. Perry
Mr. and Mrs. William         

Petersen
Ms. Barbara A. Petrillo
Deborah S. Pettinos
Paul and Rosie Pickel
Mr. Leo Pierce
Rohan Piyasena
Alan and Deb Polackwich
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J.      

Porter, Jr.
Mrs. Giovanni P. Prezioso
Dr. and Mrs. Donald C.  

Proctor, Jr.
Mr. Brad Pyne
Ms. Patricia S. Radford
Murugan Rajaratnam
Dylan and Heather          

Reingold
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D.    

Reisman
Ms. Mary Lou Rethman
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Richey
Janet Field Riley
Mr. and Mrs. William W. 

Ritchie
Ms. Sarah Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. William J.    

Rodgers
Rose Circle - Garden Club 

of Indian River County,     
In Rosewood Magnet     
Elementary

Ms. Kathleen R. Rowan
Toms and † Katherine B. 

Royal

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence P. 
Rubinow

Garry and Linda Rust
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Ryall
Mr. and Mrs. Francisco J. 

San Miguel
Ms. Ursel Santana
Dr. Eugene G. Savage
Mr. Adam Schnell
Polly H. Schoonover
Ms. Dilys Schoorman
Sebastian Elementary
Sebastian River High 

School
Sebastian River Middle 

School
The Sedor Family
Ms. Danyelle Sessoms
Kathleen Shanaphy
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah J. 

Sheehan
Mr. and Mrs. Ned Sherwood
Mr. Hubert J. Shifflett
Mr. Stanley  Shreve
Frank and Patty Shuman
Ms. Margaret Siderides
Ranjit and Shanthi Silva
Mr. Ernest Simiele, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. G. Wayne Sims
Ms. Sarah J. Sinclair
Mr. Matthew Smith
Mr. Robert L. Smith and   

Ms. Patricia L. Sawyer
Ms. Jean Sneade
Ms. Elizabeth M. Sorensen
Mr. Mike Spitzmiller
Barbara Stanbury
Ann and Austin Starkey
Margaret Stephan
Ms. Gillian H. Stewart
Mr. Albert Stickney, III
Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Stiefel
Storm Grove Middle School
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph O.     

Streff
Dotty Strickland

Dr. and Mrs. King Stubbs
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A.   

Sullivan, Jr.
Mr. David E. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Surma
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Susi
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. 

Swan
Mrs. Mary L. Tait
Mr. and Mrs. Stowe H.      

Tattersall
Susan Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Teetz
Mrs. Gertrude C. Terry
The Garden Group - John’s 

Island
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L.     

Thibodeau
Sue and Charlie Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Tice
Ms. Meredith Tilton
Janet Tily
Mr. A. John Todd, III
Dave and Donna Touros
Treasure Coast Elementary 

School
Treasure Coast Technical 

College
Mr. Tommie L. Turner
Mr. and Mrs. James T.  

Ueltschi
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Van 

Duyne
Ms. Eleanor J. Veech
Ms. Julie Vergara
Vero Beach Elementary 

School
Vero Beach Senior High 

School
Ms. Donna Vocelle
Mrs. Charles E. Waldner, Jr.
Mrs. Garrett B. Wall, III
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Wall
Mackenzie Walsh
† Donna and James R.   

Waterston

24 | ‘25-26 Annual Report



David and Linda Webster
Joanne and Bob Webster
Mrs. Ernestine Webb       

Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory P.   

Williams
Mr. William Wilson
Mrs. Ellen C. Wodtke
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce B. Wood
Ms. Kathleen Wooster
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Yellin
Your Personalized Care 

Services LLC
Mrs. Janet Zabrosky
Ms. Erika Zeck
Zeran’s Jewelers
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Zwirblis
Anonymous Donors (10)

† Donors who made a 
gift in 2025 and are 
now remembered with         
gratitude.
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Honor Gifts

In Honor of Jane and Richard Bialosky
who promote peace and love in our community
Ms. Gillian H. Stewart

In Honor of Karen and Bob Drury
Ms. Joan Dwyer

In Honor of Diane and Chips Feeley
Ms. Sandra Holmes

In Honor of Carter and Susan R.Hopkins
Ms. Susan Chenault and Mr. Frederick Hahn, III
T. René Perez

In Honor of Linda and Don Proctor
Mrs. Nancy C. Collins

In Honor of Norm Rickard
Mr. Matthew Smith

In Honor of Joan Woodhouse
Ms. Susan N. Wilson
Amy Woodhouse and Tobey Scott

In Honor of Freddie Woolfork
Ms. Elaine Johnson

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. Donald C. Proctor, Sr.
Nancy Collins



Memorial Gifts

In Memory of Gloria Bradshaw
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Nelson
Mrs. Janet F. Riley
Mary F. Daniels

In Memory of Mary F. Daniels
An Anonymous Donor

In Memory of Dr. Eddie Hudson
Mrs. Ernestine Webb Williams

In Memory of Suzanne Joyce
Mr. Joseph J. Joyce

In Memory of Jacqueline Key
Ms. Francine Miller
Ms. Noelle Montgomery
Ms. Tricia Stone
Mackenzie Walsh

In Memory of John H. Kramer
Ms. Sara K. Carter and Mr. David Howard
Mr. Stan Eggers
Mr. Frederick Gaertner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Golding
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Holmes
Mr. Russell Minton
Mr. and Mrs. Tad Montross
Mr. Mark Pettinga
Mr. Leo Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. Ned Sherwood
Ms. Margaret Siderides
Mr. Herbert Smith
Mr. A. John Todd, III
Jeff and Shari Wampler
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce B. Wood

In Memory of Annette Lattof
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Hollenback

In Memory of Barbara Loughman
Mr. Richard Cobb

In Memory of Hazel Clayton Hayes and 
Tyrone McGriff

Mr. Christopher Bille

In Memory of T. René Perez
Banack Family Limited Partnership
Ms. Kerry A. Bartlett
Ms. Linda Capen
Mrs. Charles Claghorn
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Enns
Mr. and Mrs. Carter W. Hopkins
Ms. Brianne Hutchinson
Mr. Philip Lambert
Mr. and Mrs. Michael O. Lockwood
The Luther Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. John S. McGregory
Robert F. and Eleonora McCabe Fund
Ms. Elena Perez
Mr. and Mrs. A. Bryant Jenks, Jr.
Ms. Angelia Perry
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Ritchie
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Rust
Ms. Danyelle Sessoms
Mr. and Mrs. David Webster
Ms. Kathleen Wooster

In Memory of Dean P. Phypers
Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. Rickard

In Memory of Jim Price
Mr. George H. McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph K. Rolf
Mr. Toms Royal
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Memorial Gifts (Continued)
In Memory of D. Barry Reardon
Mr. and Mrs. John Klein

In Memory of Katherine Berry Royal
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Higgs
Mr. Brad Pyne
The Garden Group - John’s Island

In Memory of Merrill A. Russ
Mr. and Mrs. Joe W. Clark

In Memory of Paul Alan Strickland
Mrs. Paul A. Strickland

In Memory of Arundathi Wijetilleke
An Anonymous Donor
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Dermody
Mr. Douglas R. Ames
Ms. Mary Barnes
Bernard A. Egan Foundation
Ms. Carol Bieber
Chandana and Shanti Bopitiya
Ms. Alana Chakrabarti
Ms. Carol Capozza
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Della Porta, II
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel G. Downey, Jr.
Ms. Barklie Eliot
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard F. Grall, Jr.
Indrani Gunda Sandun Gunawardana
Mrs. James P. Hill
Ms. Fannie Howard
Indian River Community Foundation
Dr. Peter Joyce
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kelley
Ms. Sobia Khawaja
Mrs. Linda McBride
Ms. Elisa Mills
Mr. Dillan Mohottige
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Moore, III
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Moran
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Nelson

Novak, Barhorst & Pacheco Accountants 
& Consultants Inc.
Mr. Raymond J. Oglethorpe
Ostrom Group Benefits, LLC
Ms. Mary Park
Rohan Piyasena
Dr. and Mrs. Donald C. Proctor, Jr.
Murugan Rajaratnam
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Reisman
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Richey
Rose Circle - Garden Club of Indian River 
County, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Ryall
Ms. Dilys Schoorman
Ranjit and Shanthi Silva
Ms. Sarah J. Sinclair
Smith Family Foundation
Mr. Mike Spitzmiller
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Susi
Mrs. Gertrude C. Terry
Ms. Donna Vocelle
Mrs. Frank M. Webber
Zeran Jewelers
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Circle of Success

The Circle of Success recognizes the dedicated supporters who sustain 
GYAC through recurring monthly or bi-monthly gifts. These ongoing 
contributions provide a reliable foundation for our programs, ensuring that 
opportunities for learning, growth, and achievement are available to our 
students throughout the year. Recurring giving offers a simple and 
meaningful way to make a lasting impact over time.

Recurring gifts can be automated by using a credit card online or by 
writing and mailing a check to the Center each month.

The following Circle of Success members made recurring gifts 
during 2025.

Angela and Stan Boling
Jeannette Buckner
Emily H. Burchfield
Mr. Edwin L. Burnett
Ryan and Sarah Cobb
Linda L. Cooper
Mr. Carl L. Darrisaw
Rebecca Ducker
Diane and Chips Feeley
Christine Franke
Leslie Frigon
Margaret Anne Gibbs
David A Goracy
Juanita Hooks
Bretton Perez-Jenks and Bryant Jenks
Ms. Carol Johnston
Calesti and Lundy
Stephanie and Fred Nelson
Angelia Perry
Ms. Barbara Petrillo
Jackie and Mike Rose
Ms. Cynthia G. Shelburne
Mr. Philip R. Weiler
Alexis Idlette Wilson
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Fundraising at GYAC: Growing Futures Together

At the Gifford Youth Achievement Center (GYAC), fundraising is about more than raising 
dollars—it is about growing futures together. Every contribution made by donors, sponsors, 
foundations, and community partners helps cultivate opportunities that empower youth, 
strengthen families, and uplift the entire community.

Because of this collective generosity, GYAC continues to serve as a place where children and 
seniors are encouraged to learn, grow, and thrive. Together, we are building brighter futures 
through education, enrichment, mentorship, and meaningful support services that create 
lasting impact.

Growing Opportunities. Growing Impact.
This past year, GYAC’s fundraising efforts helped expand academic support, strengthen 
afterschool and summer programs, enhance wellness initiatives, and provide critical resources 
for students and families. From tutoring and college preparation to cultural enrichment and 
mentoring, every investment helps young people gain the confidence, skills, and support they 
need to succeed.

Donor support also ensures that students have access to safe spaces, caring mentors, 
nutritious meals, technology, and opportunities that inspire achievement both inside and 
outside the classroom. The impact of this generosity can be seen every day—in stronger 
students, more confident leaders, and families filled with hope for the future.

Through special events, grant funding, corporate partnerships, and individual giving, GYAC 
continues to grow programs that are transforming lives and strengthening the community for 
generations to come.

Growing Futures Through Community Support
The heart of GYAC’s fundraising success is the community that stands behind it. Signature 
events such as the Annual Gala, Red Carpet Tours, donor appreciation gatherings, and 
community engagement events bring people together around a shared commitment to 
investing in the next generation.

We are deeply grateful to the businesses, foundations, civic organizations, faith communities, 
and individual donors whose partnership continues to help GYAC grow and expand its impact 
year after year.

Ways to Grow Futures Together
There are many ways to support the mission of GYAC:

•	 Online Giving — Make a secure contribution at mygyac.org
•	 Monthly Giving — Provide dependable year-round support
•	 Legacy Giving — Leave a lasting impact through estate planning
•	 Event Sponsorships — Support and participate in fundraising events
•	 In-Kind Donations — Donate supplies, services, equipment, or technology
•	 Matching Gifts — Increase your impact through employer matching gift programs

To learn more about ways to give or to make a contribution, please visit 
mygyac.org/ways-to-give/.
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2025 FINANCIALS

Total Revenue - $4,029,698 Total Expenses - $3,273,435

Contributions - Operating $ 2,391,821
Contributions - Capital $ 714,404
Contributions - Endowment $ 255,975
Indian River County Grants $ 180,532
Donated Land and Facilities $ 177,608
United Way of Indian River $ 23,000
Special Events $ 79,575
Membership and Tuition $ 112,489
Rental Income $ 24,633
Investment Income $ 69,661
Total $ 4,029,698

Program Services $ 2,701,729

Management & General $ 229,338

Fundraising $ 342,368

Total $ 3,273,435

31| ‘25-26 Annual Report






